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"WINGS OF THE SCHECHINAH " BEREA SYNAGOGUE . 

Rabbi Ala:.' . primarily in his capacity 
as the gifted, energetic and superbly 
capable Registrar of the Beth·Din. bu t 
also in his other man ifold capacities. 
My respect for him developed into 
admiration. my admiration to affec
tion and esteem. and the bonds which 
were forged betwen us during that 
period ha ve not been affected or 
diminished by the physical and geo· 
graphical di~tance which has separated 
us during these fivl; years sim:e 1 
relinquished my office. 

I confess wholeheartedly tllat [ 
write 1I0[ objectively but out of esteem. 
as a dear friend. But who can write 
0t herwise of him? Everyone is his 
fr iend. as he is a fr iend of all. And J 
can think of no better pllrase to e." 
press wlla! might appear to be the 
colll J.!!ications o[ his many-sided eha· 
racter than to apply 10 him just that 
phra se "Cold Fire". For he is remark
able in that '·coldness". as he is in his 
"fire". That "coldness" of logic and 
met hod exemplifies all the manifold 
aspects of his administrative activity. 

He is the secretary. the Registrar. 
the task keeper. the recorder par ex· 
ceJlenu!. When R<lbbi Aloy under· 
takes a job of work. he can be relied 
upon to carry it to its successful can· 
el usion in an utterly exemplary man· 
ncr. His books are a mood . his fi ling 
SVSlern without reer. his records up· 
(O·date and classified. his mind t idy 
and orderly. eadl item carefully tuck'· 
cd away in its proper compartment 
read y (0 be: proouced at the desired 
moment. So far that ~eerns to be the 
pict ure of an almost inhuman - hu· 
man ~·olllpuler. And although 1 do nol 
know man~ ' parallels. the type is a 
we!l·defined one. that of the perfect 
civil servant. Ihe mode! functionarY. 
the book·keeper. the accountant. tIle 
e'<eCll live director. 

IN CLi\SS BY HIMSELF 

But what puts Aloy in a class all by 
himself is the remarkable combination 
of tha t "cold" with ·'fi ie". Tn his hean 
(lml h is soul there burns a fierce fire 
and passion. a passion for Judaism and 
fo r Torah . a passion for the underdog. 
the poor. the afflicted. the unfortunale, 
those from whom God would have 
seemed to turn his face. The cold mas
si ve mind goes together with a soul 
that burns with compassion . 

A Get is arranged at the Betn Din 
Without a hitch the complicated pro· 

t:edtJre goes through. The sofer, the 
witnesses. tile Davanim, and if neces
sary. thc mcssenger a nd the appoint · 
men t of a messenger abroad have all 
been duly ammged With dock· like 
precision. the ceremony goes througll . 
Another routine .lob successfu!ly 
accomplished as a result of his 
effic iency. 

But only I know the number of 
occasions when without !he compas· 
sion of Ala)' and his determination 10 
staunch " the tears of the oppressed 
who have none to comfort them" it 
would never have taken place: when 
the recalcitrant husband refused to 
give the Get. or the otxlu rate wife to 
accept it. With that unflagging 
energy and persuasive ingenuity he 
tackled and ladled knowing no rest. 
until at l<lst he succeeded in persuad. 
ing them to do the right thing. The 
burning fire of riglHeollsness refused 
to be qucndll:.-t.I. 

It was that same fire which made· 
him. despite the heavy burden resting 
on his shoulders. to undertake to visit 
the· hospitals. to accept the Chaplaincy 
of the prisons, and what cheer and 
comfort he brought tllem. and how 
many were the genuine olltpourings of 
gratitude f rom the recipients of his 
kindness . 

CUTS RED TAPE 

Alay's contacts with Government 
Departments are unique. and naturall~ 

he confines his activities in this depart
mem to getting a COllt'ession, obtai n· 
ing a favour. doing a kindness to 
someone caught up in the red tape of 
bureaucratic adm inistration. Where 
others have succeeded in storming the 
portals - and have failed to do so
he invariablv causes them to fali like 
the w<llls of Jericho. And his onl v 
weapon is the shofar of his winning 
smile and persuasiveness. As a result. 
he is on terms of eternal personal inti· 
macv with Ca binet Ministers. such as 
Ton; Naude. and other higll civi l ser· 
vant3. All doors are open to him . 

Rabbi Aloy is an outstanding ex· 
ample of the truth that i! is always the 
busiest llIan Wl10 finds t illle to do IllOre. 

Rabbi of Berea, Registrar and execu· 
tive of the Beth Din, representative of 
Chabad, Prison Chaplain - those and 
a host of other duties. each aile of 
which could be regarded as a full lime 
job . He fulfils to perfection and to the 
utmost satisfaction and admiration of 
those to whom he truly gives his ser· 
vices, and always finds time for a spe · 
cial task which needs compassion and 
efficiency 

The South African Jewish commu · 
nily as a whole. the Beth Di n and the 
l3erea Synagogue in particular. are 
rich I v blessed with th is ideal aU· 
merciful servant of the communitv 
Mav the fruit of those blessing., 
acci'ue in ample measure to him, 

Rabbi Alo~' solenmises Ht the first ChUIJuh in ihe Berea Synagogue 
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A special engineering technique was used to eliminate obstructing pillars. 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE BEREA SYNAGOGUE 
THE year 5728, when the first New 

Year services will be held in the 
Synagogue, will be an important mile
stone in the life of the Berea Hebrew 
Congregation. Some years ago it was 
realised that the old Synagogue was 
going: to be too small in the future. 
Many schemes were prepared for 
altering and enlarging the existing pre
mises and when ultimately a scheme 
was decided upon. it was found that 
the existing premises were structurally 
unsound and in the interests of public 
safety should be demolished. 

This of course meant that a new 
Synagogue would have to be built. To 
decide on this course of action was no 
easy maUer, but the decision was 

An architect deals wilh the prob~ 
(ems that had to be resoly.oo in 
the building of the Synagogue. 
A special engineering dence was 
employed to support the over
hanging galleries without ob
structing pillars. A sense of dig· 
nity and the traditional has been 
preserved, without 6vcrdoing 

embenisJlments. 

faken. The culmination of this bold 
step is at hand . and the congregation 
look forward proudly to consecrating 
their new Synagogwe and holding the 
New Y car services in a building which 
can compare with similar edifices in 
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other suburbs. 
When the planning o[ the new build

ing commenced, the site presented a 
few problems. There were also Town 
Planning and Township Owner's re
quirements to be complied with, which 
together curtailed free planning on a 
none-too-big site_ These requirements 
to a certain ex tent restricted the scope 
of the planning and necessitated con
siderable study into making the best 
of the space available. 

The requirements upon which the 
whole plan was based called for a seat
ing capacity of approximat1ey 1,000 
persons, 600 on the ground floor and 
400 on the upper floor . As a result of 
the number required on the upper 
floor, problems arose as to bow to 



.support these large overhanging gal 
leries widlOut any columns. This was 
solved by the engineers who substi
tuted a steel structure in place of the 
reinforced construction in concrete, 
whkh was originally planned. 

1t was decided that the Main En
tram.'e should be in Tudhope Avenue 
as previously. with a subsidiary en
trance in Doris St. The Ark was to be 
in the east wall flanked by seats on 
cithcr side. f;Kin'! north and south 
respect ively. This ' WlS considered the 
most suita'ble arrangement and is the 
same as the old Synagogue. 

For administrative purposes a large 
office was needed. and it was decided 
10 place this on an opper floor at flle 
east end . together witl] thc choir room. 
cloak room. and Rabbi and Cantor's 
offices . 

A CL.EAR Vl £W 

Unimpeded sight Jines to the Bemah 
and Ark from every position in the 
Synagogue was a very important rac
lOr which had to be considercd most 
carerully. The stepping and seating of 
the seals was desi'.!ned with meticulous 
care. not so much- on the ground floor 
dS on the ladies gallery when: building 
by-laws concerning height of steps and 
pampet w:ll!s had to be complied with. 
A Synagogue is probably unique in 
fhat if IS a public building for a large 
assemblage of persons where more 
than one viSual focus is required. This 
fact also complicates acoustic control 
which necessitates the use of acoustic 
materials on various su rfaces . 

Circulation during peak periods ha5 
been amply catered for. Tile main en
trance from Tudhopc Avenue is via 
wide steps on (0 a spacious lefrace 
leading to five doors having access to 
the en trance fo\'er , There are two addi
tiona l doors ill' Duris St. and also two 
escalX' doors, one to Doris 5t and one 
to the north hwe. The oflice staff. 
Rabbi . Cantor. and choir boys have a 
separa te entrance .'t!~o frorn Doris St. 

In order to cope with any celebra 
tions in the succa. which is sItuated all 
the north cast corner of the stand. a 
kitchen has been provided in the main 
building. adjacent to this romer, 

ENTR ANCE FOYER 
nle enlrance foyer has wood pa nel

led walls and a ma rble floor. Leading 
from it are two staircases fa the ladies 
galkry. In addition the lad ies gallery 

i' THE 

The cha ins. ·;vhieh form the baCkground of the Aroll Hakodesh. 
~ymbolize the conlinuity and strength of the Jew ish nation-the Golden 
Chain, as it is known in Jewish lore. 

is served bv two concrete enclosed Ilrc 
escape wilrs so that even at rush 
perious movement in and out of the 
Synagogue should pre~'Cn! no problem. 
Numbers of cloakrooms for both sexes 
arc situated 1!tro ughout the building at 
strategic points, The bride's room. 
whkh kaJs off the main foyer. has its 
own cloak room. 

Al storage space seems to be at a 
premium at most Synagogues, store 
rooms have been provided at the 
various levels. An aireonditioning 
plant has been installed which at the 
moment wI! ca ler for changes of air 
unly. but provisioll has been made for 
the future addition of heat ing and rc
frigera tion if necessary. Floor finishes 
are Ii no in the corridors. wood block 
under the seat~ and thick carpet over 
all aisles, bcmah, ilnd dais . 

Perh aps the greatest fea ture of the 
Synagogue is the Ark and East wall 
lksigned by Mr. Herman Waldo This 
is Illost impressive, and to students 
of lewish biblical history, of great 
significance. The Ark is described by 
Mr. Wald in the panel that goe~ with 
this article. A small synagogue and 
mishna room has been designed on the 
ground floor with direct access to 
Doris Street and will be available for 
daily prayers and study. AC<'css to this 
is independent or the main Synagogue. 
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r.XTF.RN.<\ L 'ELEVATIONS 

The external elevations are in the 
main rccrazzo in si tu with a face brick 
plinth to window sill height. Thc Tud
hope Avennc elevation is II composi 
ton of bronze metal work and terrazzo. 
with a bronze solar screen over the 
(irst floor windows to coullter the glare 
of the west SL:n. Glazing to thcse win
dows and the main entrance doors is 
in a blue tinted obscure glass. 

The Doris Strcet elevation windows 
arc screened with pre-cast lerrazzo 
screens incorporating a sign of David 
motif. This screen will cut OUI to a 
certain extent traffic noises from Doris 
Street. The intention in the design of 
the elevations was to preserve a scnse 
of dj~nity, and at the same lime 10 
intrOOtlce some of the traditional in
signia without overdoing elllhelli~h· 
ments. 

As the building is situated in a 
densely populated residemial area sur
rounded bv manv blocks of fla ts, it 
was decided to suit the design to the 
pattern of the existing build ings, there · 
by cNating a structure in keeping with 
its surroundings. 

The garden, which will be designed 
by a la ndscape gardener. will frame 
the whole project in a soothing and 
picturesquc setting. 



jTIHESE PEOPLE HELPED BUILD 
THE SYNAGOGUE 

I~=============================== 
'\'lR. H. 8. JtJDES 

Chainnan, Building Committee 

l\-k H. B. J udes W:;IS a ppointed 
Chairman of the Building Fu nd, in 
l\fay. 1965. He has been the guid ing 
spiril o[ the whole project and has 
dedicated himself to see the building 
projecl launched and carried to final 
fu lfilment. He planned various. pro· 
jects such as the Foundation Member
ship and the Brochure in order to raise 
funds: was personally responsible for 
the administ rative duties involved, and 
,mdertook personal canvassing and the 
Drganisation and supervision of 
fhe building. 

t\-n~. E. SELIGER 
President of Co~egarion and 

T-rcasurer of Buildmg Committee 

The office of President during the 
l;!Sl two years has been an onerous and 
d illicult one. I n add ition. Mr. Seliger 
undertook the treasurership of the 
Building Fund. He carried OUI these 
duties witlI devot ion and sincerity_ and 
was always in the forefront in raising 
fu nds and interviewing members. He 
spent a great deal of time canvassing 
members. T he Congregation is greatly 
indebted to Mr. Seliger for his services. 

Mr, M. Berzack 

MR M. UEnZACK 

Vice-Chairl1mn. Ruilding COllllniitce 

Mr. Berzack undertook the office of 
vice-chairman to tile Building Fund in 
April, 1966. As from February this 
year, he suggested weekly on-site 
meetings. and this was instrumental in 
expediting the completion of the Syna 
gogue in good time. His practical ex 
perience. drive and energy have been 
of great assistance to the Committee. 

~ms. D. )\ '1. GHEENHLATT 

Secretary. Berea Hebrew Congregation 

The services of Mrs. Doreen Green
blatt. the secretary of the Synagogue. 
has been of Ihe utmost value to the 
Building Committee. Her knowledge 
of each and everyone of our 460 mem
bers, has been most invaluable for the 
compiling of lists of members to be 
canva.s~ed . She was in complete charge 
of all the clerical work concerning the 
Fund. and although she suffered a 
great personal bereavement in the loss 
of her dear husba.nd, her devotion to 
dut y never flagged. 

Mrs. D. M. Gl"!'eob1ntt 

32 

I 
II 

THE LADiESl 
GUIL~~ 

The Gu ild has been in ex istence for a 
number of vears. and the ladies under 
the very able chairmanship of Mrs. 
Hilda Serebro. have done yeomen ser
vice in beautifying the Synagogue for 
weddings and certain Holy Days by 
their exquisite floral decorations. 
T hrough their efforts the Synagogue 
fUllus have benefited handsomelv, 
f'UI\hel'llIo re, the ladies have alwa;'s 
been responsible for all the excellent 
catering arrangements during the 
Succoth Festival and other functions. 

As far as the new Synago3ue is 
con(:erned. the Ladies Guild sponsored 
a con(~ert. given by Miss Miryam 
Mandel. for the benefit of the Bui ld· 
ing Fund. The concert was a great 
success and the ladies handed the 
Synagogue a cheque for R 1.000.00. 
which is to he used for furnishing lhe 
Brides Room in the new Synll gogue. 
The concert entailed a tremendous 
amount of o rganising. and spectal 
credit must go to Mrs. Ann Mann. 

The Chairlady, Mrs. Screbro. has 
left for Israel, to visit her son and 
famil y. The Executive and Council 
wish her a very happy trip and a safe 
return home. 

M.rs. H. Serebro 
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